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going on in the Princess's household, he acquitted
Henry of most of the blame for his treatment of
his Spanish daughter-in-law. Whilst the Princess
was in the direst distress, her household in want
of food, and she obliged to sell her gowns to send
messengers to her father, she went to the length
of pawning the plate that formed part of her dowry
to "satisfy the follies of the friar."
Deaf to all remonstrances both from King Henry
and her own old servants, Katharine obstinately
had her way, and the chances of her marriage in
England grew smaller and smaller. It is not to be
supposed that the ambassador would have dared to
say so much as he did to the lady's own father if
he had not taken the gravest view of Katharine's
conduct and its probable political result But his
hints to Ferdinand's ministers were much stronger
still. "The Princess," he said, "was guilty of
things a thousand times worse " than those he had
mentioned ; and the " parables " that he had written
to the King might be made clear by the examination
of Katharine's own servant, who carried her letters.
"The devil take me," he continues, ".if I can see
anything in this friar for her to be so fond of him ;
for he has neither learning, nor good looks, nor
breeding, nor capacity, nor authority; but if he
takes it into his head to preach a new gospel, they
have to believe it."* By two letters still extant,
written by Friar Diego himself, we see that the
ambassador in no wise exaggerated his coarseness
and indelicacy, and it is almost incredible that
1 The letters relating1 to this curious affair were for some years kept
secret by the authorities at Simancas; but were eventually printed in the
Supplement to vols. 2 and 3 of the Spanish Calendar*